
 

 

John Gunther Dean’s comments on the Koursk tragedy 
 
 

There are moments when the student of foreign affairs wonders whether the US-Soviet 
Cold War really has come to an end when the Berlin Wall cam down in 1989.  Or was the 
confrontation continued at the intelligence level behind the observing eyes of the media? 
 
The sinking of the Russian submarine Koursk makes one wonder whether this tragedy 
was an accident or the continuation of US-Russian rivalry which can lead to conflict.  
The way the documentary on the sinking of the Koursk presents it; both President Clinton 
and President Putin are described and praised as “statesmen” who prevented a naval 
confrontation turning into an international crisis.   
 
Let the readers of this detailed file make up their own mind.  Personally, I regret that the 
US media and the American authorities did not give broad coverage to the tragedy.  
Norwegian, British, French, Russian and even American naval officers and experts were 
interviewed to untangle this “spy story”.  While in Europe TV viewers were able to see 
the documentary, or readers could read about the details in the newspapers, in the United 
States, there was a black-out in the visual and written media after the facts were revealed. 
 
Wouldn’t it be preferable for the American public to be exposed to a different 
interpretation of events so that the people can make up their minds on the basis of facts 
rather than having news either “spun” by analysts or government spokesmen relegating 
events to the “oubliettes”? 
 
Truth makes you free. 
 
The inventory of the documentation is broken down by year – 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 
2004 and 2005 and consists of 75 items.  In addition, the TV tape of the documentary 
which was projected in Europe on January 7, 2005 is enclosed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Inventory of items in the file devoted to the sinking of the Russian nuclear 
submarine: Koursk – August 12, 2000 

Accident or victim of US-Russian Cold War confrontation? 
 
 

Year 2000: 
 

1. Paris Match, 31 August 2000: « Le Koursk - Fissure l’homme de glace: Text and 
pictures (6 pages) 

2. The Three Hypothesis of the Koursk accident: August 2000: 
1)  Explosion in the front part of the submarine (official version) 
2)  Collision with another submarine 

• There were at least two Americans and one British submarine in the 
zone at the time of the accident, possibly a Norwegian submarine 

• One American submarine was followed by Russian military aircraft 
after the accident 

• The US “Memphis” entered shortly after the accident a port in Norway 
and was repaired.  It seemed to have had marks of a collision with 
another object.  These facts were extensively covered in Russian and 
in the international media. 

• The commander of the Russian Navy at one moment made a 
declaration that the Koursk was rammed by an American or British 
submarine equipped with a special ice-breaking shell.  The fact of 
these declarations was later denied by Russia’s Vice Premier Ilya 
Klebanov 

• The CIA Director George Tenet visited Moscow tow days after the 
tragedy 

       3)  Collision with a sea mine         (2 pages) 
 3.  Der Spiegel 44/2000 page 198 (in German) article entitled: “Mörder der Koursk” 

Quotation: “Moskow Admiräle logen: Die Besatzung des untergegangenon.  
Atomunterseeboots Kursk was nicht sofort tot.  Der volle text das aufgefundenen 
Abschiedsbriefs es wurde Zurückgehalten.  Über die Ursache des unglücks gibt es 
immer neue Gerüchte.” (3 pages) 

4.   Brief personal note by JG Dean: September 2000 (1 page) 
5.   La Libre Belgique 18 and 19 November 2000 page 37 TV program at 23:10pm, 

on the Franco-German channel Arte, the documentary « Le Secret du Koursk » 
was shown.  JGD viewed it by coincidence. (1 page) 

6.  International Herald Tribune, November 21, 2000 page 4.  Article entitled: 
“Yemen points to accomplices in Cole attack”  Quotation from article: “The 
Yemeni prime minister said last week that the two men who steered a small boat 
packed with plastic explosives alongside the Cole, where it exploded, were 
veterans of the US-backed guerrilla war in Afghanistan against the Soviets.  In 
that 1980’s conflict, Islamic fundamentalists were actively recruited for a jihad to 
drive out Soviet forces.” (1 page) 

7.   International Herald Tribune, November 24, 2000 page 5.  “Moscow shrugs off 
US sanction Threat” Quote: “Russia on Thursday dismissed Washington’s threat 



 

 

to impose new sanctions over arms sales to Iran, and said Moscow alone would 
choose its trade partners.” (1 page) 

8.   Le Monde, 1 December 2000 page 5. Article entitled: « Russie : Vingt ans de 
camp requis contre un espion américain ».  (Edmond Pope is accused of spying) 
(1 page) 

9.   Le Monde, 2 December 2000 page 4.  Article entitled : « La Russie déploie des 
bombardiers vers le détroit de Béring. » (1 page) 

10.  International Herald Tribune, December 2-3, 2000 page 2.  Article entitled: 
“Behind spy Trial in Moscow, an unexcelled High Speed Torpedo”.  Quotation 
from article: “Edmond Pope argues that he was not trying to obtain classified 
reports about a system that, in any case, Russia has been offering to sell to foreign 
navies for at least five years.  The torpedo, the Slkval or Squall in English, can 
break through conventional boundaries of underwater physics, traveling five times 
faster than any torpedo in Western fleets, and experts in both countries say its 
technology was at the cutting edge of Cold War scientific competition.”… 
“Updated models have been tested in the last few years, and the military 
competition is apparently continuing.”… “A retired rear admiral career navel 
attaché who has collected information on navel forces around the world, said 
China had been interested in the torpedo” … “Jane’s Intelligence Review, the 
military journal, noted in 1995:“The slkval has no Western equivalent”” 
(Comment by JGD: The above explanation is very similar to the documentary 
released on January 7, 2005 which was shown around the world, except for the 
US)  (1 page) 

11. International Herald Tribune, December 2000.  Article entitled: “An odd time for 
Putin to visit Cuba”.  (1 page) 

12. Le Monde, December 28, 2000 page 5.  Article entitled: “L’ouverture à Moscou 
du procès d’un chercheur russe.” (1 page) 

 
 

Year 2001 : 
 

1. International Herald Tribune, January 4, 2001 page 2. Article entitled: “Wrongly 
linked to Canada Plan”.  Quotation from article: “Edmond Pope, a former US 
Navy intelligence officer, was on dangerous ground when he sought to buy 
Russian military technology useful to the Pentagon.”… “Mr. Pope also had a 
$178,000 contract with the US Office of Naval Research to study applications for 
the commercial ferry industry of the slkval’s propulsion system.” (1 page) 

2. International Herald Tribune, January 8, 2001 page 1 and 6 article entitled: 
“Inquiry clears Cole crew in Yemen Security lapses”. (2 pages) 

! Memorandum dated January 2001 by John Gunther Dean entitled: “Russia, the 
United States, and the Middle East.”  (Comment: This paper was sent to various 
addressees in Washington)  Quotation from this memorandum: “When JG Dean 
watched a TV station I the Washington area on September 15, 2000 at about 5 
pm, the program featured an American commentator who clamed that “President 
Clinton had made a transatlantic telephone call which prevented a world 
explosion…” … “(JG Dean concludes):…”If we are truly interested in looking 



 

 

after our long term global interests and act as leaders of the Free World, we 
should have a more credible, fain and even-handed policy in the Near/Middle East 
capable of garnering the support of the international community at large.” (3 
pages) 

4.   International Herald Tribune, January 11, 2001 page 6.  Article entitled: “After 
the Cole Attack” (1 page) 

5.  International Herald Tribune, January 13, 2001 page 2. Article entitled: “Kursk 
Efforts to begin in April”.  Quotation from the article:  “Efforts to lift the sullen 
Russian nuclear submarine Kursk are to begin in April, and will cost about $70 
million, the Kursk Foundation, what is leading the organization and funding to the 
operation, said Friday.”  (Comment: Why an international Foundation?) (1 page) 

6.   International Herald Tribune, January 25, 2001 page 7.  Article entitled: “2 Blasts 
Sunk Sub, US Scientists say”.  (1 page) 

7.  International Herald Tribune, February 3-4, 2001 page 2. Article entitled: “Months 
after Cole Attack, Investigation Hits a Wall”. (1 page) 

8.  Le Monde, February 10, 2001 page 5. Article entitled: « Russie : Près de 3,2 
millions de dollars versés par les entreprises et des particuliers russes et étrangers 
se sont accumulés sur 2 comptes ouverts par l’administration… » (Comment : 
Why « foreign » money donated to the victims of the Kursk disaster ?) (1 page) 

9.  Le Monde, February 15, 2001 page 4. Article entitled: « L’explosion d’une torpille 
russe était bien à l’origine du naufrage du Koursk. » (1 page) 

10. Le Monde, February 28, 2001 page 5 article : « Koursk : Une torpille d’essai 
serait bien a l’origine du naufrage. » (1 page) 

11.  Le Monde, February 24, 2001 page 3 article entitled : « Les familles des victimes 
du Koursk dénoncent l’incurie de l’Etat Russe. » (1 page) 

12. New York Times International, March 13, 2001, p. A-7.  Article entitled: “Putin 
to sell arms and nuclear help to Iran.” (1 page) 

13. US Airways Attaché, March 2001: “How it works beneath the surface.  
Submarines, some of them now longer than two football fields are a true 
technological wonder” By Jim Collins (3 pages) 

14. International Herald Tribune, April 5, 2001 page 5.  Article states: “Reports say 
Kursk carried A-arms.” (1 page) 

15. International Herald Tribune, May 15, 2001 page 5. Article entitled: “Russia 
makes deal to raise submarine” (1 page) 

16. International Herald Tribune, May 15, 2001 page 5. Article entitled: “Russia 
Rejects Bid to retrieve Kursk” (1 page) 

17. International Herald Tribune, May 21, 2001 page 6. Article entitled: “Dutch 
company chosen to raise Russian sub” (1 page) 

18. International Herald Tribune, June 7, 2001 page 5. Article entitled: “Russia 
weighs shield for India” Quotation from article: “The deputy Prime Minister Ilya 
Klebanov added that India and Russia would cooperate on the development ‘of 
the latest type of submarine’ while Moscow would also go ahead with the sale of 
Su 30 fighter planes.  The tow sides agreed to jointly develop an IL-214 military 
cargo plane” (1 page) 

19. Le Monde, June 15, 2001 page 31.  Article entitled: « Le renflouage du Koursk 
pose de dangereux problèmes techniques. »  (2 pages) 



 

 

20. International Herald Tribune, June 17, 2001 page 3.  Article entitled: “Divers 
await go signal to raise Kursk” (1 page) 

21. International Herald Tribune, June 20, 2001 page 2.  Article entitled: “Yemenis 
hold 9 in plot to attack US agents; FBI withdraws investigators, citing threat” (1 
page) 

22. International Herald Tribune, June 22, 2001 page 5.  Article entitled: “US to 
widen naval drills with Russia” (1 page) 

23. International Herald Tribune, June 23-24, 2001 page 5.  Article entitled: “Teheran 
rejects US allegations of role in ’96 bomb attack (against US airmen in apartment 
complex in Saudi Arabia” Quotation from article: “US attorney-General John 
Ashcroft said there was insufficient evidence to make a case against any Iranians 
that could stand up in court.” (1 page) 

24. International Herald Tribune, July 19, 2001 page 5.  Article entitled: For now, 
Russia will leave Kursk’s secrets in sea.”  Quotation from article: “A retired 
Soviet admiral calls raising the Kursk without its bow ‘a way of hiding the causes 
of the tragedy” (2 pages) 

25. International Herald Tribune, July 24 and Augus 14, 2001.  Article entitled: 
“Retrieval of Kursk makes progress”. (1 page) 

26. International Herald Tribune, August 13, 2001 page 6.  Article entitled: “Families 
honor 118 Kursk victims” (1 page) 

27. Le Monde, August 13, 2001 page 1.  Article entitled: “Le renflouement du 
Koursk, ou comment faire oublier de gros mensonges” (1 page) 

28. International Herald Tribune, August 22, 2001 page 4.  Article entitled: “Yemen 
and US reach Impasse on Investigation of ship bomb.” (1 page) 

29. International Herald Tribune, August 24, 2001 page 5.  “Russian Show Highlights 
Kursk salvage” (1 page) 

30. Washington Post, September 4, 2001 page A-12.  Article entitled: “FBI Agents 
Resume Cole Probe in Yemen”.  (1 page) 

31. Le Monde, 27 September 2001 page 28. Article entitled: « Après plusieurs 
reports, la remontée du Koursk serait imminente. »  (Detailed drawing on hoe the 
Koursk is to be salvaged) (1 page) 

32. International Herald Tribune, October 9, 2001 page 7. Article entitled: “Kursk 
lifted from seabed as salvagers prepare to tow submarine”. (1 page) 

33. Le Monde, October 10, 2001 page 18 article entitled: “Le Koursk a été remonté 
du fond de la mer de Berents: le sous-marin russe est en cours de remorquage, 14 
mois après la catastrophe » (1 page) 

34. International Herald Tribune, October 26, 2001 page 4.  Article entitled: “Navy 
begins removing bodies from Kursk wreck” (1 page) 

35. International Herald Tribune, October 29, 2001 page 4. Article entitled: “Navy 
Videotape shows damage aboard Kursk” (1 page) 

36. La Libre Belgique: October 22, 2001 page 4.  Article entitled : « Le Koursk 
livrera-t-il son secret ? »  (1 page) 

37. International Herald Tribune, November 27, 2001 page 6.  “New Blow for 
Russian TV.  Last major Independent station ordered to close.” (Comment: This 
article explains the problems of 2 Russian oligarchs who controlled Russian TV 
and who were ousted by Putin: Mr. Berezovski and Mr. Gusinsky, both linked to 



 

 

Israel)  Quotation from article: “In August 2000, Mr. Gusinsky’s TV station was 
the first and only station to report that the submarine Kursk, with 118 hands on 
board, had sunk because a torpedo exploded inside.  Other stations offered the 
government version of a collision with a US submarine.” (1 page) 

38. International Herald Tribune, December 3, 2001, page 3.  Article entitled: “Putin 
links disaster to navy and fires 2 chiefs” (1 page) 

 
 

Year 2002: 
 

1. Le Monde, 12 January, 2002 page 3. Article entitled: « Vladimir Poutine tente de 
calmer la grogne de responsables militaires: Ils s’inquiètent de la présence 
américaine en Asie Centrale. » (1 page) 

2. International Herald Tribune, 12 February 2002 page 5 article entitled: “Kursk 
loss sparks probe of Russian military” (1 page) 

3. International Herald Tribune, February 19, 2002 page 3.  Article: “Nothing hit 
Kursk, Russians concede” (1 page) 

4. Le Monde, February 20, 2002 page 3.  Article entitled: « Le Naufrage du Koursk 
est dû à l’explosion d’une torpille » (1 page) 

5. One page hand-written note by JGD on May 30, 2002. (1 page) 
6. International Herald Tribune, June 20, 2002 page 8.  “Russia clears NATO in 

Kursk sinking.”  (1 page) 
7. International Herald Tribune, July 27-28, 2002 page 4.  Article entitled: “Probe of 

Kursk with no crime charges” (1 page) 
8. International Herald Tribune, August 8, 2002 page 18.  Movie Review 

“Catastrophe and ducking egos” in “K-19: The widow maker” (Comment: A 
Hollywood version of the Russian navy) (1 page) 

9. A one page note in JGD’s handwriting re: Kursk investigation, dated August 10, 
2002 (1 page) 

10. International Herald Tribune, August 20, 2002 page 3.  Entitled: “US moving 
supplies and arms near Iraq”. (2 pages) 

11. International Herald Tribune, August 31, 2002 page 3.  Article entitled: “Kursk 
report condemns corruption-ridden navy” (1 page) 

12. Le Monde, September 29-30, 2002 page 6 article entitled: « Incident naval sino-
américain en mer Jaune » (1 page) 

13. International Herald Tribune, October 14, 2002 page 1.  Article entitled: “One 
word from nuclear war – players in 1962 missile crisis swap stories in Cuba.  
Cuba crisis 40 years later” (1 page) 

 
 
Year 2003: 
 

1. Le Monde, 3 July 2003 page 4 article entitled: “Russie-France: Moscou et Pari 
procéderont à des manœuvre conjointes du 7 au 10 juillet” (1 page) 

 
 



 

 

Year 2004 :  
 

1. Figaro, March 23, 2004 page 28 article entitled : « La vérité du Koursk tarde à 
faire face » (1 page) 

2. Le Monde, September 16, 2004 page 24.  Entitled: « Poutine, terroriste numéro 
un » by Boris Berezovski.  (Comment by JG Dean: Berezowski and Poutine are 
political adversaries.  In the documentary on the Koursk issued January 7, 2005, 
Berezovski appears as a critic of the way Poutine handled the tragedy.  
Berezovski is also the leading example of Poutine’s attack on the Russian 
oligarchs who “stole” billions of dollars in the privatization process.) (1 page) 

 
 
Year 2005: 
 
! Le Monde Télévision, January 2-3, 2005 page 3.  Article entitled: « Retour sur la 

tragédie du Koursk.  Un documentaire d’investigation contredit la version 
officielle du naufrage du sous-marin russe »  Quotation from article : « Selon son 
(le documentaire) hypothèse, il y aurait bien eu une collision avec un sous-marin 
américain le Toledo, et le Koursk aurait été atteint par une torpille MK 48 lancée 
par un second sous-marin, Le Memphis, mais Vladimir Poutine aurait géré 
l’affaire directement avec Bill Clinton, pour garder secrète la responsabilité 
américaine et éviter une crise international » (Comment : The film « Koursk, un 
sous-marin en eaux trouble » was shown on French Television, Channel 2, on 
Frida, January 7, 2005 at 22 :30 hours.) (1 page) 

2.   Le Monde-Television, January 2-3, 2005, page 3.  Article entitled : « En Russie, 
des médias discrets et des livres accusateurs » 

3.   Le Figaro, January 7, 2005 page 23.  Article entitled: “Koursk: La version 
officielle torpillée: France 2: Plusieurs spécialistes accréditent la thèse que le 
sous-marin russe a été coulé par les Américains.” 

! Text of e-mail sent by John Gunther Dean to the Academy of Diplomacy in 
Washington and to the US National Archives on January 11, 2005.  Message 
entitled: “The tragedy of the Soviet Submarine Koursk” (1 page) 

! * Text of e-mail message sent by John Gunther Dean to the Academy of 
Diplomacy in Washington and to the US National Archives.  Message entitled: 
“The first article on the tragedy of the Soviet submarine Koursk.” (2 pages) 

! Text of e-mail message sent by John Gunther Dean to the Academy of Diplomacy 
and to the National Archives (Jimmy Carter Library).  Message entitled:  “The 
Second article on the Tragedy of the Soviet Submarine Koursk” (2 pages) 

! Text of e-mail message sent by John Gunther Dean to the Academy of Diplomacy 
in Washington, DC and to the National Archives (Jimmy Carter Library in 
Atlanta) dated January 11, 2005.  Message is entitled: “Fourth message on the 
Soviet submarine Koursk” (1 page) 

! Copy of letter from John Gunther Dean dated January 28, 2005 addressed to 
Ambassador W. Robert Pearson, Director-General of the Foreign Service.  
Department of State, Washington, DC.  Subject is the Koursk tragedy.  Following 



 

 

is a quotation from this letter: “The revelations made public last month reveal that 
the sinking of the Russian submarine Koursk on August 12, 2000 shows:  

1. That the US-Russian relationship remains still today confrontational. 
2. The Koursk tragedy contributed to the fall out between President Putin 

and the Russian Jewish oligarchs who found firs refuge in Israel.  The 
incident also helps to explain the differences between the US and Russia 
on their attitude toward Israel and the Near East.”  (1 page) 

! *** The documentary film on the Koursk fist shown in France, Switzerland and 
other European countries on January 7, 2005. 

 


